For the next five years he had intense pain in the vertex of the head, but there were no motor nor other sensory symptoms. About two years previous to his death he married, and a year afterwards he was seized with unsteadiness of gait, paralysis in arms, loss of memory, and ultimately the other symptoms of general paralysis supervened.
On post-mortem examination, it was found that there were the usual pathological accompaniments of general paralysis, in the vertex.
The pia mater was found adherent to the convolutions generally, and, what was uncommon, to the base of the brain.
There was thickening and condensation of the tissues round the optic commissure, and the serum under the arachnoid of the base was bloody. The optic nerves were only one-third their usual size, and grayish in appearance. On section, no nervous tissue could be detected in them, but only a gray fibrous material. The degeneration could be traced from the optic commissure, through the optic tracts to the optic thalami; and the posterior of the corpora quadrigemina were found to be shrunken and grayish. Now, it may be urged that the general paralysis, occurring five years afterwards, was a mere accident.
But the fact of the general disease at the base of the brain, and also the tracing of the degeneration from the optic nerves directly to the great ganglia in the centre of the brain, negative this supposition.
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